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Sir. 



,n view of the amendments to the claims and the remarks put forth below, 
reconsideration and allowance are respectfully requested. 



AMENDMENTS 



In the claims: 



50 (Amended) A hybridization assay comprising: 

(a) contacting a sample of target nucleic acids under hybridization 
conditions where a target nucleic acid of 14 nucleotides in length must have no less 
than 70% sequence identity with a probe in order to hybridize to said probe w.th a 
collection of substrate bound probe nucleic acid features that includes at least one 
background nucleic acid feature that is an empirically observed inactive probe that 
does not hybridize to a fully complementary fluorescently .abe.ed target nucleic acd 
as determined in an assay wherein said probe is provided in an array that .s 
contacted with said fluorescently labeled fully complementary target under sa.d 

hybridization conditions; 

(b ) separating unbound target nucleic acids/label from said collects of 

probe nucleic acid features; and 

(c) detecting the presence of target nucleic acids hybridized to sa.d 

collection of probe nucleic acid features; 

wherein said method is further characterized by including a target nucle.c acd 

labeling step prior to said detecting step(c). 



